
Small Group Discussion Guide
(Week of December 12, 2021)

Open your group with a time of sharing and prayer.  Ask God to bless 
each of your group members this Christmas season so they can be a spe-
cial blessing to others.

Let’s take a different tack for small group this week.  Let’s read through 
Luke’s Christmas story in sections, pausing briefly to reflect on each.

I.   Read  Luke 1:5-25.   What do you think about Zechariah’s encounter 
with the angel?  What was John’s life purpose?  How did Zechariah re-
spond?

II.  Read  Luke 1:26-38.  What would Jesus’ life mission be according to 
the angel? How did Mary respond to this announcement?

III. Read  Luke 1:39-56.  How could Elizabeth have known about Mary’s 
pregnancy?  What impresses you about her psalm of praise (“The Magni-
ficat”)?

IV.  Read Luke 1:57-80.  Summarize Zechariah and Elizabeth’s last nine 
months.  How is Zechariah’s psalm of praise like Mary’s and how is it 
different?

V.  Now read Luke 2:1-7. What emotions does this familiar passage in-
voke? How do you envision the inn/manger scene playing out when they 
had finally arrived at Bethehem?

VI.  Finally, read Luke 2:8-20.  Notice the shepherds’ original reaction to 
the angels’ apparition.  How would you react if an angel appeared to you 
in the middle of a dark parking lot at night?  What impresses you about 
the shepherds’ obedience?  In what sense should we all respond to Jesus’ 
birth this Christmas like they did?

Close your group in prayer.  
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