
Small Group Discussion Guide
(Week of October 17, 2021)

Open your group with a time of sharing and prayer. Ask God to direct 
your study of his word.
 

I. We pick up this week looking at the topic of discipleship.  What exact-
ly is a “disciple” and how are disciples made?   Read  Luke 5:1-11.   Does 
Peter’s willingness to go back out on the lake surprise you?  What do you 
suppose Peter already knew about Jesus?  What did the large catch of fish 
confirm to him?  How did Peter’s sin limit his relationship with Jesus in his 
own mind?  How do you think Jesus saw Peter’s sin?  Explain your answer.  
What can we learn from Peter, James and John’s willingness to follow Jesus, 
even though they were “sinners”?

II.  Now read Luke 5:27-32.  Summarize what happened.  How was Mat-
thew’s response to Jesus’ call similar to Peter’s?  What can we learn about 
Jesus from his encounter with Matthew’s friends?  How did the Pharisees 
and religious leaders respond to Matthew and his friends?  What lesson 
can we take away for our contacts with non-Christians today?

III. Finally, finish your time by reading  Luke 9:23-26.  What is Jesus 
telling us here about discipleship?  What is so difficult about discipleship? 
What might our cross be for us to carry daily in our day and age? 

Conclude your group by praying for true commitment as disciples of Je-
sus Christ.  Ask God to use you to reach out to and love modern day “tax 
collectors and sinners”.   
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