Small Group Discussion Guide
(Week of October 3, 2021)

Open your group with a time of sharing and prayer.

I. We'll pick up today with the temptation of Jesus in the desert. Read
Luke 4:1-2. Jesus has just been baptized by John. God speaks audibly.
The Spirit descends upon him and he sets out to minister. What does it
mean to be “full of the Holy Spirit”? See Ephesians 5:18-20. Where does
the Holy Spirit lead Jesus next and why? Does God ever lead us to be
tempted by the devil? Explain your answers. (See also Luke 11:4.)

II. Now read Luke 4.:3-12. Summarize the three different temptations of
the devil. How could these temptations relate to some of the ways Satan
tempts us now? How does Jesus counter each temptation? How can we
follow his model when we are tempted? Any examples?

III. Read / John 2:15-17. What does the Bible refer to when it speaks
of “the world”? Notice the three types of sins mentioned. What kind of
temptations might fall under each of these sins? Be specific. How is the
will of God contrary to these?

IV. Finally, read Luke 4.13. What can we learn about the devil’s tactics
in this story? What does an opportune time refer to? When are you most
temptable? Does the devil know your weaknesses? What sorts of life
adjustments have you made to better avoid temptations? Note Ephesians
4:22-32, 5:8-11, 6:11-12.

Close your group in prayer. Ask God to fill each of you with his Holy
Spirit. And ask him to fortify you against temptation.
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