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Mission Statement
“We honor God through regularly assembling 

together to worship Him as Lord, study and 

obey His word, and attend to the needs of His 

people. When we leave, we go out commissioned 

as Christ’s representatives to a needy world.”

Service: 9:30 AM

Junior Church: 10:10 AM

Christian Ed:  11:15 AM

Announcements and Events

Today

Contact Information:
  Pastor Jim Erwin             Associate Pastor David Minard                Church Office
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Visit us at www.BethelGilead.org

April 8,  2018

We are glad you chose to worship with us today!  If you need to 
meet with one of pastors or have a special prayer request, please 
complete one of the cards under the chair in front of you or at the 
Information Center and drop it in the offering plate.

Christian Ed classes resume today with classes for toddlers, chil-
dren through grade 5, junior high and an adult ed class on Biblical 
Masculinity/Femininity.  

Women’s Fellowship meets Tuesday, April 10 at 1:00 p.m. at the 
church. Marcia Wilcox is the hostess.  Ladies, come and be bless-
ed by the fellowship!

“I Believe in Prayer” Initiative -- Make sure you have a Prayer 
Guide to take home with you.  From April 11 - May 20, Chris-
tians across Branch County will be lifting up daily requests as one 
voice.

 Thank you to all who helped host Family Promise this past 
week.

Executive Committee meets on April 16 at 6:30 p.m. followed by 
the Council Meeting at 7:00  p.m.

Forgotten Man Ministries Fundraising Banquet --- Tuesday, 
April 17 at the Dearth Center at 6:00 p.m. There is information in 
the lobby or see Ron Will.  RSVP’s are requested by April 9.

“Spring Forward” Sunday -- plan on attending Sunday, May 
6 and participating in a modified worship service, followed by a 
cookout lunch and an afternoon planning session.  More informa-
tion will be coming.

The Coach Eby Youth and Family Center Spring Banquet is 
May 10 at 6:00 p.m. Call 517-278-5031 or go to www.ebycenter.
org. for more information.

Food Bank Challenge -- any monetary donations made to the 
Food Bank of South Central Michigan and designated to the 
Bronson Food Pantry now through April 30 receive a 10% bonus 
in the pantry’s account.  Go to www.foodbankofscm.org or look in
the lobby for more information.

Ways to 
help

This week

Mark your 
calendar

Thank you
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Nursery ..........................................................Linda Penn and Shanda Carpenter

Sound Room ..............................................................................  Kenny Bennett 

Greeters...................................................................... Gordon and Verna Miller

Order of Worship Service

Welcome and Announcements .................................. David Minard

Opening Worship. ..............................................................Rick Hollister       

       We Have Come Into His House .......................................................... Hymn 588       

       Christ Arose ......................................................................................  Hymn 216

      Our God Reigns .................................................................................  Hymn 229

      There Is a Redeemer ..........................................................................  Hymn 206

 Offering .................................................................................. Tim Long

Special Music ..................................................................Gillian Carpenter 

Message ....................................................................................Jim Erwin

      There Is a Redeemer ...............................................................................  Reprise

Altar flowers are provided by Jeff and Michele Lake
in memory of Michele’s dad, Deo Olmsted.

Christian  Ed Classes

Toddlers ...........................................................................Marcia Albright

Grades 1-5 (Room B) .......................................................... David Minard

Junior High (Room D) .......................................................Sharon McMeen

Biblical Masculinity/Femininity ............................  Jim and Kim Erwin

    

April 8, 2018

Message

God To The REscue
(Mark 8)

 I.   A Sign from Above(Mark 8:11-21)

        *If you are the son of God.......(Mark 1:13) 
   *The Yeast of the Pharisees 
      (Matthew 16:12) = Unbiblical teaching
          Two Christian “isms”  = Legalism and Liberalism 
          Three Cultural “isms” = Hedonism, Materialism, Humanism 

 II.   True Identity (Mark 8:27-30)
        *Who is Jesus?
        *C.S. Lewis:  “The Trilemma”
             Lord - Liar - Lunatic
        *Who do you say that I am?
 
III.  True Mission  (Mark 8:31-33)
        *Suffer - Die - Rise again
        *The Things of Men vs. the Things of God

IV.  True Commitment (Mark 8:34-38)
        *True discipleship is costly
        *What can a man give in exchange for his soul?
  

                   

                 Application

1.  What are you tempted to exchange for your soul?

2.  Which of the “isms” threatens your faith today?

3.   Who do you say Jesus is?

If you confess with your mouth “Jesus is Lord” and believe in 
your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.             
(Romans 10:9)

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+8%3A11-21&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+8%3A2&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+1%3A13&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+16%3A12&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+8%3A27-30&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+8%3A31-33&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+8%3A34-38&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+10%3A9&version=NIV
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A Call to Prayer
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  Recent additions
• Norita Skinner -- recuperating from flu and pneumonia
• Rick Butters -- problems with diabetes
• Danielle Tucker’s uncle Lowell passed away
• Wanda DeBolt -- healing and wisdom of doctors
• Jim Wickey’s neighbor, Norma -- stroke; brother David has cancer

  Continue to remember  those in need
• Arwan Mallay -- daughter of missionaries being treated for stage 4 neuroblas-

toma.
• Jim Eley -- back at Maple Lawn -- heart issues
• Dee Eley -- Recuperating from COPD; out of hospital
• Al Miller  -- recuperating from angioplasty and stent procedure.
• Family of Jennie Williamson -- recent death from ALS.
• Family of Ernie Gibson --  Ron Will’s niece’s husband.
• Kathy Will’s sister-in-law, Janet -- blood clots on lungs and bone spurs.
• Danielle Howe’s father-in-law, Tom -- stage 4 liver cancer
• Mason Pritchett -- stage 3 acute GVHD
• Jean LaClair - being treated for leukemia
• Brandon Carpenter’s brother-in-law, Eric Algrim and family, heart issues.
• Carmel Roberts -- ongoing need for wound healing

Praises
• Gary Ratkowski -- finished with chemotherapy.
• Mary Stall -- Dale Davis’ cousin--in remission.
• Lee Bidwell -- some healing in leg; back to work.

       Kerry Skinner -- being treated for vertigo

Remember Our Homebound/Shut In Members
• Rick Wilcox -- Alzheimer’s; failing health
• Suette Burnside - dialysis
• Shirley Bogen - at Drew’s Place in Coldwater
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Small Group Discussion Guide 
“The Gospel of Mark”

                                               Week of April 9, 2018

Open  your group with a time of sharing and prayer.  Ask God to 
bless the countywide “40 Days of Prayer” beginning this week.  Are you 
going to be part of it?

I. Today let’s look at two incidents recorded in Mark 9, beginning with 
the Transfiguration.  Read Mark 9:1-13.  Do you  think the transfig-
uration fulfills Jesus’ prediction in verse 1?  Explain your answer.  
Why Moses and Elijah?  What does each represent from the Old 
Testament and how do they relate to Jesus’ ministry?

     *Why do you suppose Peter spoke up?  What was he wanting to do       
     and why?  What does God’s voice signify?  Again, Jesus tells his  
     disciples not to talk about their experience until after his resurrec- 
     tion.  Why not?  Note (2 Peter 1:16-18, John 1:14). 

     *What about Elijah (verse 11)?  Note (Malachi 4:5-6).  Who does  
     Jesus say fulfilled this prophecy?  See also (Isaiah 40:3-5)

II. Now read Mark 9:33-37.  In what ways are Christians today like 
those first disciples?  What sorts of things do Christians (and church-
es) tend to argue about?  What’s the central point of our arguements?  
When is arguing constructive (Jude 3-5) and when does it become 
destructive?  Note (Romans 14:1,13,19)

       *How does Jesus squelch the disciples’ contentions?  Is there some- 
      thing wrong with the desire for greatness? How does God define a  
      great person?  What childlike character does Jesus call his disciples   
      to emulate?  What ways could this be manifest in our churches and  
      between Christians of different denominations?

Close your group by praying for greater humility.  Be ready to answer 
your own prayers by taking opportunities to humbly serve others in the 
days ahead.
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